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1. FOLLOWING ARE TWO THEORIES, ADVANCED BY REVEREND JAMES 
ERICKSON, CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE CAUSE OF DEATH OF HIS PARENTS. 

THIS INEORMATION WAS NOT INCLUDED IN REFTEL A AS IT IS MERELY 
CONJECTURE AND EMBASSY TEAM IN YAGOUA SPOKE TO NO ONE WHO 
CONFIRMED IT. 

2. ACCORDING TO ERICKSON, A TRACT OF LAND ON WHICH TO BUILD 
A DISPENSARY WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE MISSION IN 1958 BY 
THE CHIEF OF THE LOCAL CLAN OF THE MASSA TRIBE. IN EXCHANGE 
FOR THIS LAND, THE CHIEE OE YAGOUA WAS PAID 30,000 CFA AND AN 
AGREEMENT CALLED A TENU DE PALABRE WAS DRAWN UP DEEDING THE LAND 
AND EVERYTHING EOUND ON IT TO THE LUTHERAN MISSIONARIES. 

MANGA YNA, A KINSMAN OF THE CHIEF, WHO LIVED CLOSE BY THE 
MISSION CLAIMED THE LAND WAS HIS, AND WHILE HE DID NOT 
QUESTION CHIEE'S RIGHT TO MAKE THE LAND AVAILABLE TO OTHERS 
AT LEAST IN USUFRUCT, FELT THAT HE SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED SOME 
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REMUNERATION. MANGA YNA AND THE DECEASED REVEREND ERICKSON 
DISCUSSED QUESTION OF LAND ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS AND THE 
MISSIONARIES ASSUMED THAT THE DISPUTE HAD BEEN SETTLED AND 
FORGOTTEN. SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE MURDER, THE CHRCH BOARD MET TO 
DISCUSS BUILDING A HOUSE ON MISSION GROUNDS FOR A LAY PASTOR. 

THE BOARD, WHICH INCLUDED PASCALE KAMPETE, ONE OF MANGA YNA'S 
KINSMEN, VOTED TO BUILD HOUSE ON A PORTION OF THE DISPUTED TRACT. 
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AT NO TIME DID KAMPETE VOICE ANY OBIECTION TO PROPOSAL. 

3. POUR THORN TREES GREW ON PORTION OF LAND ON WHICH THE 
HOUSE WAS TO BE BUILT. THE BUILDING OF THE HOUSE NECESSITATED 
THAT PORTIONS OF THE TREES BE CUT AWAY. REVEREND ERICKSON GAVE 
HIS CONSENT, BUT CAUTIONED WORKERS AGAINST TOTALLY DESTROYING 
TREES. ON THE DAY OF THE MURDER, WORK WAS ALREADY UNDERWAY 
TO CLEAR LAND. AROUND 4:30 P.M. REVEREND ERICKSON WENT OVER TO 
AREA TO SEE HOW THINGS WERE PROGRESSING. MANGA YNA WAS ASSISTING IN 
TRIMMING THE TREES. (WHEN ASKED WHY MANGA YNA WAS THERE, REVEREND 
JAMES ERICKSON SAID THAT SINCE MANGA YNA FELT THE LAND AND TREES 
BELONGED TO HIM, HE ALSO PELT THAT IT WAS HIS 

RESPONSIBILITY TO CUT THEM.) THE TREES HAD BEEN CUT BACK 
FURTHER THAN AUTHORIZED. SEEING THIS, REVEREND ERICKSON PLACED 
HIS HAND ON MANGA YNA'S ARM IN A GESTURE TO STOP HIM PROM CONTINUING 
TO CUT AND IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, "WAIT. LET'S DISCUSS THIS." 

IT IS SAID THAT MANGA YNA PULLED AWAY SAYING, "ARE YOU PUSHING ME, 
REVEREND? ARE YOU TRYING TO ORDER ME AGAIN?" THEN HE IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE SAID, "YOU AND I MAY DIE BUT MY SON WILL LIVE", THE 
IMPLICATION OF WHICH ACCORDING TO REVEREND JAMES ERICKSON 
WAS TO THREATEN REVEREND ERICKSON'S LIFE. AT THIS POINT, THE 
ELDER ERICKSON LEPT, INTENDING TO CALL ANOTHER CHURCH BOARD 
MEETING TO DISCUSS WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT THE LAND. 

4. IN ADDITION TO FOREGOING, REVEREND JAMES ERICKSON MAINTAINS 
THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE SAME CLAN OF THE MASSA TRIBE, LIVING 
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CLOSE TO THE MISSION ALSO HARBORED A RUDGE AGAINST HIS PATHER 
BECAUSE REVEREND ERICKSON WAS INVOLVED IN SENDING ONE OF THE MINOR 
CHIEFTAN'S SONS, WAYDOU, TO PRISON. THIS CLAN, HISTORICALLY 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN ARE ANIMISTS BUT WAYDOU AND HIS MOTHER, AS SEVERAL 
OTHER WIVES AND CHILDREN OF THE CHIEF, ARE CHRISTIAN. 

5. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, WAYDOU HAD BEEN CAUGHT STEALING. EACH TIME 
THE DECEASED REVEREND ERICKSON TOOK HIM TO HIS FATHER WHO 
CHASTISED OR BEAT HIM TO NO AVAIL. ON THE LAST OCCASION, THE BOY 

WAS CAUGHT STEALING ORANGES FROM MISSION. INSTEAD OF GOING TO FATHER 
AGAIN, REVEREND ERICKSON WENT TO JEAN AKASSOU, PORMER MINISTER OF THE 
PTT, WHO WAS ALSO WAYDOU'S KINSMAN. TOGETHER, AKASSOU AND ERICKSON 
WENT TO SEE BOY'S FATHER. THE BOY'S FATHER MAINTAINED THAT THERE 
WAS NOTHING HE COULD DO WITH HIS SON AND ADVISED HE BE SENT TO JAIL. 

THE FATHER SUPPOSEDLY STATED THAT MAYBE CHILD COULD LEARN SOMETHING 
IN 

JAIL. AFTER ASCERTAINING THAT THIS WAS TRULY FATHER'S WISH, REV. 

ERICKSON TURNED BOY OVER TO POLICE. SHORTLY APTERWARDS, ON SAME 
DAY, WAYDOU'S FATHER AND SOME OTHER PAMILY MEMBERS WENT TO THE 
SON OF THE DECEASED TO BEG FOR BOY'S RELEASE. REVEREND ERICKSON 
REMINDED WAYDOU'S FATHER THAT THE DECISION TO PUT BOY IN JAIL HAD 
BEEN HIS DECISION AND NOW COULD NOT BE REVERSED. SAYDOU WAS 
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SENTENCED TO 2 YEARS IN PRISON (THIS IS STANDARD SENTENCE FOR EIRST 
OFEERDERS CAUGHT STEALING). SEVERAL MONTHS AGO (ABOUT 2 MONTHS 
BEEORE WAYDOU WAS SCHEDULED TO BE RELEASED) A FRIEND OF THE FAMILY 
TOLD THE DECEASED REV. ERICKSON THAT THIS AEFAIR WAS NOT OVER. HE 
CAUTIONED HIM TO BE CAREFUL AND GAVE HIM THE NAME OF A PERSON OF 
WHOM HE SHOULD BEWARE. REV JAMES ERICKSON SAYS THAT HIS FATHER 
WROTE THIS NAME DOWN SOMEWHERE BUT THAT NOW HE CANNOT FIND IT. 

6. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY CONEIRMED BY SEVERAL HIGH OEFICIALS IN YAGOUA 
AS WELL THE VICE MINISTER OF TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION IN YAOUNDE, 

IS THE PRESENCE OF CHADIAN CRIMINALS. SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, THERE WAS A 
PRISON BREAK IN A TOWN IN CHAD CLOSE TO THE CAMEROONIAN BORDER. 

APPROX 180 CRIMINALS ESCAPED. BECAUSE OF THE PROXIMITY OP THIS TOWN 
TO YAGOUA, IT IS ASSUMED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES THAT SOME OF THESE 
ESCAPEES MIGHT BE HIDING IN YAGOUA AND COULD HAVE INITIATED OR 
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PARTICIAPTED IN THE KILLINGS. 

7 THE EMBASSY TEAM WITNESSED YAGOUAN AUTHORITIES MAKING SWEEPS OF 
THE QU ARTIER, QUESTIONING INHABITANTS AND CHECKING DOCUMENTS. NOT 
ONLY DID THEY HOPE TO FIND ESCAPED CHADIANS, BUT LIKEWISE TO OBTAIN 
INFORMATION AND OR LEADS INTO THE ERICKSON MURDERS. 

8. THE EMBASSY TEAM SENT TO YAGOUA WAS COMPOSED OF SALLY GOBER, 

VICE CONSUL; EARLE SCARLETT, ASST POL OFPICER (AND FORMERLY VICE 
CONSUL); AND JAMES ALBRITON, ASST ATTACHE (WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED THE 
AMBASSADOR ON RECENT TRIP TO YAGOUA). THE CAMEROONIAN AUTHORITIES 
WERE ADVISED OF THE TRIP BY THE VICE MINISTER OP TERRITORIAL ADMIN- 
ISTRATION, AND THEY COOPERATED WITH THE TEAM IN EVERY RESPECT BY 
FURNISHING THE AUTOPSY REPORT AND DEATH CERTIPICATE AND RETURNING 
THE PASSPORTS. THEY DID NOT HAVE A PRIME SUSPECT UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
THE EMBASSY CAN ONLY SPECULATE THAT THE PRESSURES FROM YAOUNDE AND 
GAROUA AND THE "SHAME" ON THE MASSA WILL BE SO PERVASIVE THAT A 
SOLUTION TO THIS CRIME WILL BE POUND, REGARDLESS AS TO HOW 
ACCURATE THE SPECULATION AS TO MOTIVES GIVEN ABOVE UNPOLDS. 

9. FINALLY, A WORD SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT THE EFFECT OP THESE MURDERS 

ON THE EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY IN YAGOUA. ALL EXPATRIATES WITH WHOM THIS 
MATTER WAS DISCUSSED AGREED THAT THIS WAS AN ISOLATED ACT AND NOT 
DIRECTED TOWARDS AMERICANS, MISSIONARIES OR EXPATRIATES IN 
PARTICULAR. THEY WERE IMPRESSED WITH THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE 
CAMEROONIAN AUTHORITIES WERE GOING ABOUT THEIR INVESTIGATION. THE 
REVD JAMES ERICKSON (THE SON) IN PARTICULAR SPEAKS OF THE CONTRI- 
BUTIONS WHICH HIS PARENTS MADE IN THE YAGOUA AREA WITHOUT BITTERNESS 
AS TO THEIR UNTIMELY END. THEY WERE ALL GREATLY REASURED BY THE 
CONSULAR VISIT AND HAD MADE NO ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THE EMBASSY AS 
THEY HAD ASSUMED THAT WE HAD BEEN PULLY INPORMED BY THE GURC. 

SMYTHE 


LIMITE 
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